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SOUTH KOREA 

22 October – 3 November, 2018 

Sandy Darling, Jeni Darling, Tom Thomas 

Most tours to South Korea occur in May for the spring migration or in late fall or winter for northern 

birds that winter in South Korea.  This trip was timed in late October and early November to try see both 

summer residents and winter arrivals, and was successful in doing so.  Birds were much shyer than in 

North America and often were visible only briefly, so that, for example, we saw few thrushes although 

they could be heard.  This report has been written by Sandy and includes photos from both Tom (TT) 

and Sandy (SD).  Sandy saw 166 species adequately of which 57 were life birds.  When one includes birds 

heard, seen by the leader or others, or not seen well enough to count (BVD), the total was about 184. 

From trip reports it was clear that the person to lead the tour was Dr Nial Moores, Director of Birds 

Korea, an NGO working to improve the environment, especially for birds, in Korea.  Nial has twenty 

years of experience in Korea, knows where birds are, and has ears and eyes that are exceptional.  He 

planned the trip, made all the arrangements, found birds that we would not have found on our own and 

was our interface with Koreans, few of whom speak English.  Nial also had to rejig the itinerary when 

strong winds led to the cancellation of a ferry to Baekryeong Island.  We drove the vehicles - confidence 

was needed in dealing with city traffic, which was as aggressive as other trip reports said!  

Some of the highlights of the trip were: 

 About 40,000 massed shore birds on Yubu Island, including the rare Spoonbill Sandpiper, a life 

bird for Tom. 

 Between 175,000 to 200,000 geese roosting and taking off at dawn from the reservoir at Seosan 

rice fields. 

 Flocks and streams of birds in migration on Baekryeong Island as birds waited for strong 

westerly winds to abate before crossing the Yellow Sea. 

 Being able to enter the citizen-restricted zone at Yeoncheon, so that we could look over the 

DMZ (demilitarized zone) into North Korea, where three Black Storks took off to provide Nial 

with his first sighting of Black Storks in North Korea. 

We saw most of the target species, such as the globally restricted Black-faced Spoonbill, Swan Goose, 

Spoonbill Sandpiper, and Nordmann’s Greenshank. We did exceptionally well with buntings, seeing all 

that were possible, but had less success with thrushes.  Four species of cranes gave good views, but we 

did not find the single Siberian Crane that had been reported.  A full list of species encountered appears 

at the end of the report; all species seen or heard by the group are listed, but the list reflects primarily 

what Sandy saw.  The commentary written by Sandy focuses primarily on life birds and other notable 

occurrences.  The good photos have been supplied by Tom and a few photos by Sandy have also been 

included. 

Monday, October 22 

We left Toronto in the early afternoon of October 21, and after a direct flight were able to squeeze in 

some birding at Yeongjong tidal flats near the airport in Incheon after arriving in the late afternoon.  

Some of the notable sightings were 50 Black-faced Spoonbills, 15 Far Eastern Curlews, 60 Eurasian 
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Curlews, 50 Common Greenshanks and many Black-tailed Gulls.  After this start a good bed was 

welcome after a long flight. 

Tuesday, October 23 

The day was spent at three locations in the Incheon area, 

namely Song Do on the Incheon tidal flats, the smelly Nam 

Dong reservoir, and Hwasseong, which had both fresh and 

brackish water, and is in the countryside so that we were 

able to walk 

about to see 

more 

passerines.  

Many geese, 

duck and 

shorebirds 

were seen 

including both 

Taiga and 

many Tundra 

Bean Geese, 

1,500 Greater 

White-fronted 

Geese, 70 

Baikal Teal, seven Falcated Duck, the first of many Eastern Spot-billed Duck (a species seen every day), 

50+ Eurasian Spoonbill, and 115 Black-faced Spoonbill (photo (SD) below), Far Eastern Oystercatcher (a 

subspecies of Eurasian Oystercatcher), 90 Great Knot, many Dunlin (the most numerous shorebird of the 

trip), and five Nordmann’s 

Greenshank.  We were introduced to 

a new suite of gulls: many more 

Black-tailed, 30 Vega, Mongolian, and 

Heuglin’s (Talmayr subspecies).  

Among the passerines the notable 

species included Azure-winged and 

Oriental Magpies, the ubiquitous 

Eastern Great Tit, Far Eastern Lark, 

Brown-eared Bulbul (a bird seen 

every day – photo (TT) above left), a 

flock of Vinous-throated Parrotbills 

moving low in the reeds, our first 

White-cheeked Starling, and the first 

of many beautiful Darian Redstarts (photo (TT) above right).  Our first buntings were Black-faced and 

Yellow-throated Buntings.  The latter are also known as Elegant Buntings – not a name favored by our 

guide – and were present on most days, becoming known as “Almost-elegant Bunting”.  Perhaps the star 

bird of the day was a Chinese Grey Shrike that appeared as we were leaving Hwaseong at the end of the 
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day; this was the first of four that we saw on the trip – more than expected.  A contender for best bird 

towards the end of the day was a Eurasian Collared Dove, a bird found about once every three years in 

South Korea. The day ended with a fairly long drive south to Gunsan. 

Wednesday, October 24 

We started the morning by crossing the road from 

the hotel to woods on a hill on opposite the hotel.  

The woods produced woodpeckers, our first of 

many Bull-headed Shrikes (photo (TT) left), a flock 

of 60 Yellow-bellied Tits with another 25 later in the 

day, more parrotbills, an unidentified falcon, and a 

Tristam’s Bunting, a bird with a well- marked head 

in black and white and tan on the chest and flanks, 

although it played hide and seek before everyone 

saw it. 

After leaving the woods we headed for the Keum 

estuary, where the river was low so that there were 

extensive mud flats.  Across the mud we were able 

to find 34 Swan Geese – the name is apt given the 

shape of the head and beak.  The village at the estuary was a traditional village so we stopped to enjoy it 

and take photos. Along the shore a group of women were scouring the rocks, probably for seaweed, 

which is used to add taste to food.  As we were taking photos a group of eight Eurasian Jays flew in with 

their colors shining in the sun.  From the estuary we took a short drive to a place where we could walk 

up and down a wooded hill and the star bird was a colorful Mugimaki Flycatcher.  We were also able to 

get close photos of a Bull-headed Shrike. 

The main feature of the day 

was seeing the shorebirds of 

Yubu Island, which required 

only a short boat-ride and then 

a walk, first through the village 

and then along the shore.  Nial 

had said that the last part of 

the walk could be through mud 

and this was to be followed by 

a long stand, so Sandy decided 

to find a suitable spot where 

he could set up a telescope and 

also take photos.  The star bird 

to be found was a rare 

Spoonbill Sandpiper, which 

Sandy and Jeni had seen in Thailand.  The other three went to a suitable location to see the birds as the 

tide moved in towards them, pushing the birds nearer and they had to retreat as the afternoon 

progressed.  In total there were about 40,000 shorebirds, including a flock of 5,200 Eurasian 
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Oystercatchers, which 

periodically flew (photo 

(SD) above) so that Sandy 

was able to get photos of 

massed birds in flight.  

The other species in large 

numbers were 750 Far 

Eastern Curlew, 500 

Eurasian Curlew, 4,500 

Great Knot, and 26,000 

Dunlin.   Some of the new 

birds for Tom were Lesser 

Sand Plover, 250 Broad-

billed Sandpipers, 200 

Red-necked Stints, Terek 

Sandpipers, and in the 

end a Spoonbill Sandpiper.  Sandy was able to get close photos of a Sanderling and Kentish Plover, as 

well as more photos of the massed peeps.  The photo (SD) above shows smaller shorebirds (sandpipers, 

small plovers and stints) in the front and larger birds such as greenshanks and Giant Knots behind.  All of 

us noted a flock 280 Saunders’s Gulls flying in the distance.  The final excitement for the day was on the 

return boat-ride, when Nial spotted a Chinese/ Swinhoe’s Egret on a buoy.  The boatman turned the 

boat so that Jeni and Tom, who were sitting higher, could see it, but from the floor of the boat Sandy did 

not.  This was our only view on the trip.  We returned to our hotel in Gunsan for a second night. 

Over the previous day or so, it became apparent that a major system with high winds was forecast to 

arrive, and the first impact was that the proposed visit to Eocheong Island the next day would not occur.  

It also became clear that the ferry to Baekryeong Island would probably not run on the date we planned 

to use it, so Nial had to re-plan our itinerary, and in the end all worked out. 

Thursday, October 25 

We were up very early to drive to the Seosan rice fields on land that has been reclaimed.  We had 

breakfast in the field on a cold morning and then went to the reservoir where geese and ducks had 

roosted overnight.  The noise was incredible and before dawn came Nial counted the assembled throng 

– 175,000 to 200,000 was his estimate.  Before the birds took flight he heard a Cackling Goose - I don’t 

know how – and was able to get a photo of it through the telescope.  There was also one white Snow 

Goose which was prominent against the mass of grey geese.  Most of the birds were Taiga and Tundra 

Bean Geese and there were also 20,000 Greater White-fronted Geese, eight species of duck, three of 

grebes and many egrets and herons.  As it got light, the birds took to flight to find food in the 

surrounding fields – what a sight! 

One of our reasons for visiting was to try to find Hooded Cranes and Nial heard a few, but we could not 

find any.  In the fields, ditches and reeds we found a variety of birds.  Perhaps the most impressive was a 

Eurasian Eagle Owl that took off from behind a metal barrier as we turned onto a road.  At close 

distance the wings were huge and it settled on a building about a hundred meters away, so that we 

could get prolonged views through the scope.  Tom found a Hoopoe in a field at one stop – the only one 
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for the trip.  In some reeds we found our first Pallas’s Reed Buntings along with more Vinous-throated 

Parrotbills (photo (TT) below) and our best views of Chinese Penduline Tits.  Many of the other birds 

were already familiar or would be seen again on the trip.    

After a few hours we had to depart to get to Incheon for 

the ferry to Baekryeong Island.  The trip takes over four 

hours and there were few taking the boat, possibly because 

there would be no return for a few days.  As a result all of 

us had window seats and after an hour we started to see 

activity.  Streaked Shearwaters and Black-legged Kittiwakes 

were the new finds with many gulls also present.  A group 

of Narrow-ridged Finless Porpoises provided added 

interest.  To the north the coast of North Korea projects out 

to the west and there are a number of islands belonging to 

South Korea that we could see as we progressed.  We made 

two stops at small islands close to Baekryeong Island before 

reaching our destination.  As we arrived we saw 50+ Stejneger’s Scoters, one of the three scoter species 

with white wings; the other two are Velvet in Europe and White-winged in North America.  Migrating 

birds from eastern Russia fly down through North Korea and along the projection and a peninsula before 

crossing to Baekryeong, the most westerly point before a crossing of the Yellow Sea into China.  With 

strong west winds projected we expected birds to stack up on the island.  Nial has stayed many times at 

the motel we used and so we were treated well with more food at most meals than we could handle. 

Friday, October 26 

Baekryeong is not large, but has a great variety of habitats and so over the days we were there we tried 

to find different habitats and also places sheltered from the wind.  The winds kept birds from leaving the 

island initially, but it also meant that they were staying low in vegetation, so we had to work hard.  We 

started the day by driving up a hill from town to a seminary and saw our first flock of Bramblings, which 

migrate in large groups.  One other migrant that always seemed to be present was Olive-backed Pipit 

(photo (TT) above left), but these birds moved as a stream.  We drove to the north-west corner of the 

island and watched a flock of 90 Rooks as we stood under an under-hang to avoid rain.  In the north-

west we parked in a small town square and then took the footpath and a boardwalk before climbing 

steps to the point.  From the boardwalk we saw a Korean Bush Warbler that stayed between the ground 



6 
 

and a height of one meter behind a line of vegetation so Nial and Sandy got the best views, because of 

being taller.  As we walked we got brief views of both Eyebrowed and Dusky Thrush as they flew over – 

little did we know that was about the best views we would get of thrushes!  At the top of the climb we 

had prolonged and close views of a beautiful Meadow Bunting (photo (TT) above right).  We also noted 

a pair of Peregrine Falcons on the cliff waiting for any passerine foolish enough to try the crossing 

against the wind.  The large number of migrants provided food for raptors and so each day on the island 

we saw Japanese and Eurasian Sparrowhawks, Northern Goshawk, Black Kite, Eastern Buzzard, Eurasian 

Kestrel and Peregrine Falcons, plus a Hen Harrier on the 28th.  A photo of Eurasian Sparrowhawk appears 

below. 

We stayed in that area and walked from 

the town, and added Dusky Warbler, 

Black-browed Reed Warbler and the first 

of many Yellow-browed Warbler on the 

island.  We explored various parts of the 

island and added our first White-

cheeked Starlings and Stejneger’s 

Stonechats sitting up and mainly seen on 

the island.  Sandy finally caught up with 

Grey-capped Greenfinch, a bird that was 

in fact seen every day.  From the north 

coast we could look across to North 

Korea and on some rocks saw a group of 

Spotted Seals.  Baekryeong Island 

attracts a number of South Korean tourists and one of the attractions is that it is a place for South 

Koreans to view the north.  It is also a place to view the defences against invasion.  There are a number 

of military bases on the island with soldiers on patrol.  Access to the beaches is restricted with barbed-

wire fences, although the locals can gain access to pick seaweed and shellfish.  In the beaches are stakes 

to make it difficult for invading craft to land.  South Korea obviously devotes a lot of spending to its 

defence.  In a bay on the south side of the island we saw 150+ Stejneger’s Scoters and three Black/ 

American Scoters.   At another part of the north coast we found a relatively sheltered area where a 

number of birds were gathered in the scrub, including one stunning male Chestnut Bunting that caught 

the afternoon sun.  We also saw a small, dark Japanese Sparrowhawk fly quickly through, causing all 

birds to retreat to cover.  Despite the winds the day had been good and we enjoyed our meals with our 

delightful hosts. 

Saturday, October 27 

The winds continued and they brought more birds, but those already on the island probably stayed.  The 

flocks of Bramblings increased and we saw 2,500 during the day.  In a sheltered spot close to the 

seminary we found a group of buntings, and we added Little and Rustic Buntings, and again during the 

day we saw Tristam’s, Yellow-throated, Black-faced and Chestnut Buntings.  We walked through woods 

on the north-east side of the island to get away from the wind and added Goldcrests and Eurasian 

Siskins.  A visit to the south-west produced our first Red-flanked Bluetail and both Yellow-browed and 

Pallas’s Leaf Warbler.  Most other birds were repeats from the day before. 

file://///reed
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Sunday, October 28    

The wind dropped and birds came out and the skies were filled with song and the birds producing them.  

We started off in an area close to town that is good for pipits, lark and wagtails.  Olive-backed Pipits 

continued to stream across, and we saw our first Buff-bellied and Richard’s Pipits, and Red-throated 

Pipits were heard.  Our first Hawfinch flew over as did Common Rosefinch for the second successive day.  

A welcome addition were two Ashy Minivets that flew in showing off the white of the wing, but then hid 

among leaves when they landed so one had to choose the right spot to get continued views.  In the 

north-west we searched the rice fields to find a number of Chestnut-eared Buntings, which are one of 

the few buntings that can reliably be found eating rice.  In the same area we were able to find a Pine 

Bunting.  Among the Pallas’s Reed Buntings one appeared to be the sub-species hydiae which is 

normally found in Mongolia.   

Monday, October 29 

This was another active day in which we visited various parts of the island.  Most days we had visited a 

wetland and also fields for geese.  On this day we had the greatest variety of ducks and for those not still 

locked in the car our first view of a Lesser-fronted Goose flying.  We followed the geese to a field where 

they were wary of our presence, so we kept our distance so we would not scare them.  We then 

groaned when a combine harvester approached the field to start mowing the rice.  The geese did not 

move and stayed even as the farmer got out, walked around, peeled an orange and threw the peel 

towards them.  We then discussed how we could highjack a red combine so that we could get closer to 

geese flocks. 

Many of the species were repeats, but a flock of seven Northern Lapwings was new.  We had seen 

Ospreys already, but we saw one young bird drop from a pole to catch a fish that it took back up to the 

top, but the fish struggled free and dropped to the grass, leaving the Osprey looking down quizzically.  In 

the south-west we had a mixed flock of 95 Rooks and 40 Large-billed Crows - normally they do not mix.   

Among the Oriental Skylarks was our first Eurasian Skylark.  Another unusual sighting for the island was 

three Eurasian Starlings with a flock of White-cheeked Starlings, and the following day the number had 

increased to four.  At the end of the day we went to look for a Little Owl; Nial and Tom got good views, 

Sandy saw the bird flying and Jeni was getting warm in the motel.  After this we went to eat and get 

warm.  

Tuesday, October 30 

Our stay on the island had been longer than planned, but we still found some new birds before leaving 

to get the ferry around midday.  We spent most of our time around the “pipit fields” and walked more 

along the edges than we had on earlier visits.  To the north over the sea three Red-throated Loons flew 

by.  Unlike the previous day we were able to entice a female Siberian Rubythroat into the open long 

enough for all to see and Sandy got a second view as it briefly came out of the weeds in his line of vision.  

Shortly after this some of the team got views of a Common Reed Bunting, whereas some just saw the 

bird as it flew away.  In one of the reed-beds we were able to view three Ochre-rumped Buntings to 

round out all the buntings that we could see in South Korea.  During the morning we saw Red Crossbills 

and at least one Chinese Grosbeak fly over, but not well enough for most of us to count.  Another bird 

that gave rise to discussion was a possible Meadow Pipit.  Nial heard the call of a Meadow Pipit and 

Sandy was able to see the bird after it landed, but not well enough to be definitive about its identity.  
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We decided to end the morning on a hill in the south-east to see if we would have more raptors come in 

than we had on previous occasions.  We had a Eurasian Sparrowhawk and Northern Goshawk, but the 

number of Eastern Buzzards increased to nine.  One higher and lighter bird got our attention – our first 

Upland Buzzard.  As usual there were Black Kites flying to the west of us.  Just as it was getting 

interesting the flight died, so we left to pack.     

The ferry was full, so we had to stay in assigned seats, but there were few birds other than Black-tailed 

Gulls for the return journey.  Back on land we retrieved our car and made the journey north, initially 

through heavy traffic so it was slow going. 

Wednesday, October 31 

We were up early to make a thirty-

minute drive to the monument at 

Cheorwon to be there for first light 

to see cranes.  From the top of the 

hill we could look down on various 

groups of White-naped Cranes, and 

by the end of the day we had seen 

over 900.  (Photo (TT) of a family 

group flying – left.)  Among them 

was one Sandhill Crane, the 

common crane of North America.  

We watched birds leave and others 

come in.  The trees around the 

monument had many small birds 

including five Japanese Pygmy Woodpeckers (photo (TT) below), for our first sighting of them.  This area 

also gave us our first views of Coal Tits and striking Varied Tits.  A large group of Dusky Thrushes flew 

over, but again the views were not satisfactory.  We moved 

on along the road where there were more cranes and we saw 

our one and only Cinerous Vulture of the trip.  We could also 

hear Siberian Accentors on the other side of the road, but 

could not see any.  We went for a walk along a trail that has 

been productive in the past, but it became overgrown as we 

progressed so we gave up and returned to the car.  From 

there we went to a place where Red-crowned Cranes have 

traditionally gathered; the river is shallow and has rocks, so it 

has the elements they prefer.  The government has recently 

worked to transform the site to attract visitors, but they may 

just have made it a place that cranes will no longer wish to 

visit.  The riverbank has been stripped of trees, and a three-

storey visitor center and hides have been erected at a 

distance that is probably too close.  Behind this is a large 

concrete parking lot that flying birds will see.  Just after we arrived Nial raised his binoculars to view a 

shrike on the wire and saw five Red-crowned Cranes circling in the sky.  They continued for two or three 
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passes so all got good views before they went on their way.  They normally arrive a bit later in early 

November so we were lucky to see a group. 

In the afternoon we visited a reservoir that had many ducks, geese and other birds on it.  Given the fact 

that it was fresh water Greater White-fronted Geese (13,000), rather than Bean Geese, predominated.  

The biggest surprise was the presence of a Scaly-sided Merganser, which was a target bird for later in 

the trip and it was Nial’s first sighting at this site.  There were also our first Horned Grebe and Common 

Mergansers for the trip.  During a period that Sandy was resting his knees, the rest of the party saw a 

Water Pipit before it was flushed by some of the soldiers.  After this we returned to the site for Red-

crowned Cranes and watched some of the water birds come to the river in the early evening.  Flocks of 

Azure-winged Magpies were moving around and we totaled 150 for the day – our highest count.  A 

highlight of the late afternoon was a group of three Korean Water Deer at the edge of the river on the 

other bank.  We returned to our hotel for a second night. 

Thursday, November 1 

We had a shorter drive this morning to Yeoncheon by the border with North Korea.  Nial had heard that 

a Siberian Crane had been seen the previous day somewhere close to the border.  As we had learned the 

previous day there is a citizen-restricted zone, which foreigners normally cannot enter, and then the 

demilitarized zone (DMZ) between the two countries.  Nial was able to persuade the army staff to let us 

enter to go to a bird hide along the road.  We did so, but had few birds; our best sighting was an Amure 

Leopard Cat, which Jeni and Sandy thought was heavier than the leopard cat they had seen in Thailand.  

Once again we heard Siberian Accentor, but it did not show.  We proceeded to the end of the road to 

the observatory where we were against the fence of the DMZ.  We were surprised at how narrow the 

zone was and could see a farmer with his animals in North Korea.  Just being there was a special 

moment, but this was enhanced when we saw three Black Storks take to the air in North Korea and then 

fly into the DMZ.  This was a new bird for Nial’s North Korea list, so he was elated.  We made our way 

back and spent time checking the river, where we found and photographed a Long-billed Plover, thereby 

gaining insurance against not seeing it the following day.  Its numbers are few and it requires a rocky 

river. 

From there we made our way south to the east 

side of Seoul, where the National Arboretum is 

situated.  From reading trip reports I expected 

this would be good and we’d find some of the 

birds not seen to date on the trip, and we saw 

again a number of Varied Tits (photo (TT) left).  

The weather, however, was beautiful and so 

many people had come to enjoy nature, so birds 

probably retreated.  The target bird here was 

Solitary Snipe, but its numbers have dwindled 

from twelve a decade ago to three now.  Nial 

examined the stream very carefully after we 

arrived, but a snipe could not be found, although he found a Long-tailed Rosefinch that moved away 

before anyone else could get to see it.  We went further along to a place where there were fewer 

people, but the Arboretum staff had cleared the site for an overflow car-park, so the snipe will be less 
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likely to be found there.  Most of the birds we found had already been seen, but a scope view of a 

Hawfinch was our first.  Nial tried again for the snipe before we left, because it was quieter, but had no 

joy.  After this we had a long drive south-east, and just managed to get to Nial’s usual restaurant as it 

was closing, but the proprietor stayed open for us.  

Friday, November 2 

The targets for this day were the Scaly-sided 

Merganser (photo (SD) left) and Long-billed 

Plover at a location that is not normally 

disclosed.  They are found on a river in central 

South Korea; in the full list of species at the 

end of the report it is referred to as North 

River.  At the first place that we stopped the 

army was parked while conducting field 

exercises and had to keep the engines running 

to power their radios.  We were, however, 

successful in seeing twelve Long-billed Plovers, 

and also two Common Sandpipers, our first of 

the trip.  Also at this location were some Japanese Wagtails.  After this success we moved to the other 

side of the river and walked along a board-walk after inspecting the river.  Most of the species had 

already been seen, but we saw our first 

Carrion Crows.  Unfortunately, we were close 

to an air-base and planes were flying over, 

which was hard on the ears, so we moved 

further along the river.  We were able to find a 

place where there were ten male and fifteen 

Scaly-sided Mergansers, another species with 

a limited range and small numbers world-

wide.  We spent much time enjoying them and 

trying to get good photos, but it was a 

challenge, because they kept to the center of 

the river.  Also present were six Mandarin 

Ducks and the males (male on right of Photo (SD) above) were stunning with the sunlight on them.  With 

our mission accomplished we explored higher ground to see if we could find Hazel Grouse, but did not.  

We found six buntings during the day and Tom found a dog that had a great affinity for him to the 

amusement of the rest of us. 

Saturday, November 3 

We were up early for a two-hour drive to return to Seosan to look for Hooded Cranes, and we found a 

group of five shortly after arriving and another two later (two appear in photo (SD) below).  We were 

pleased, therefore, to have seen four different cranes over our two weeks.  It was also a great day for 

adding to the list of raptors: an Eastern Marsh Hawk, a White-tailed Eagle and a Great Spotted Eagle 

(photo (TT) below).  The latter was the subject of much discussion, because it was seen twice, but 

photographs showed a shorter primary flight on both occasions.  At one stop a number of snipe took off 
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and one of them may have been a Jack 

Snipe.  A Chinese Grey Shrike was the fourth 

of the trip in the third different location – 

more than is usual.  We spent much time 

checking ducks and geese for Lesser White-

fronted Goose; one new duck was a 

Common Goldeneye.  Late in the afternoon 

Nial got a Lesser White-fronted Goose in the 

scope and Sandy was able to get a quick 

view before the bird moved.  The most 

significant mammal seen was a second Amur 

Leopard Cat.   By 3:30 we had to leave to get 

back to Incheon, and it is just as well that we 

left then, because roads were very busy.  An early return meant that Nial could get home by train for a 

well-earned rest.  The airport at Incheon is on an island that is joined to the mainland by a long 

causeway.  Also on the island is a 

community with hotels and restaurants for 

visitors, and homes for some employees of 

the airport.  After we dropped off the car, 

we went to one of the hotels and then had 

a good Italian meal with a bottle of wine to 

celebrate an enjoyable and successful trip. 

The following day we flew first to Beijing, 

where the weather was cold and wet so we 

did not create a China list of birds.  The final 

leg was a long flight to Toronto after which 

we all had a long adjustment to the time 

change.  The full list of species follows on 

the next page. 
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List of species seen 

SD = Sandy Darling, JD – Jeni Darling, TT = Tom Thomas, NM = Nial Moores (guide) 

 

Column 1: number – bird seen by SD, BVD Better view desired, H Heard by NM, 

LO seen only by NM 

 

Column 2: * = life bird for SD 

 

Column 5: 22 = 22 October, etc 

 

  Common name Scientific name Date & Location 

LO  Cackling Goose Anser hutchinsii 25 Seosan rice fields, confirmed from photo 

1  Snow Goose  Anser caeruleascens 25 Seosan rice fields 

2 * Swan Goose Anser cygnoides 24 Keum estuary (34 birds) 

3 * Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis 23 Nam Dong reservoir (24 birds) & 6 other days 

4 * Tundra Bean 
Goose 

Anser serrirostris 23 Nam Dong reservoir & 9 other days in large numbers 

5  Greater White-
fronted Goose 

Anser albifrons 23 Hwaseong (1,500 birds) & 6 other days including 20,000 on 25th 
and 13,000 on 31st. 

6 * Lesser White-
fronted Goose 

Anser erythropus 29 Baekryeong Island (one flying), 1 Yeoncheon (one flying), 3 
Seosan lake (scope view) 

7  Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 23 Hwaseong, & 5 other days 

8  Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 23 Song Do tidal flats & Nam Dong reservoir 

9  Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 23 Nam Dong reservoir & Hwaseong 

10  Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata 2 North River (males stunning with sunlight on them) 

11 * Baikal Teal Sibirionetta formosa 23 Hwaseong (70 birds), 3 Seosan reservoir 

12  Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata 23 Nam Dong reservoir & Hwaseong 

13  Gadwall Mareca strepera 23 Nam Dong reservoir, 25 Seosan reservoir, 29 Baekryeong Island 

14 * Falcated Duck Mareca facalta 23 Hwaseong (7 birds) 

15  Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope 23 Nam Dong reservoir, & 4 other days  

16 * Eastern Spot-biled 
Duck 

Anas zonorhyncha 23 Nam Dong reservoir & Hwaseong (500 birds) & every other day 
of trip – the most common duck 

17  Mallard Anas pltyrhynchos 23 Nam Dong reservoir & Hwaseong, & 8 other days 

18  Northern Pintail Anas acuta 23 Nam Dong reservoir & Hwaseong, & 3 other days 

19  Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 23 Nam Dong reservoir & Hwaseong, & 7 other days 

20  Common Pochard Aythya ferina 23 Nam Dong reservoir & Hwaseong (2,000 birds), & 5 other days 

21  Tufted Duck Athya fuligula 23 Hwasweong, 29 Backryeon Island, 31 Cheorwon reservoir  

22  Greater Scaup Aythrya marila 23 Hwaseong 

23 * Stejneger’s Scoter Melanitta stejnegeri 25 & 26 Baekryeon Island (50+ & 150+ birds respectively. 
Note: these are one of three white-winged Scoters, Others are 
Velvet Scoter of Europe & White-winged Scoter of N. America 

24  American/ Black 
Scoter 

Melanitta americana 26 Baekryeon Island (3 birds) 

25  Common 
Goldeneye 

Bucephala clangula 3 Seosan reservoir 

26   Common 
Merganser 

Mergus merganser 31 Cheorwon (2 birds), 1 North River, 2 Seosan reservoir  

27  * Scaly-sided 
Merganser 

Mergus squamatus 31 Cheorwon reservoir (1 female-form, possibly first-year male) 
first time at this site, 2 North River (10 male, 15 female) 

28   Common Pheasant Phasianus colchius Seen or heard on 11 days 
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29   Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata 30 Baekryeong Island (3 flying_ 

30 * Streaked 
Shearwater 

Calonectris 
leucomelas 

25 Ferry from Incheon to Baekryeong Island 

31  Little Grebe Tachybaptus 
ruficollis 

Seen 9 days often numbers exceeding 10 

32  Great Crested 
Grebe 

Podiceps cristatus Seen 5 days often with numbers exceeding 10 

33  Horned/ Slavonian 
Grebe 

Podiceps auritus 31 Cheorwon reservoir (single bird) 

34  Black-necked 
Grebe 

Podiceps nigricollis 25Seosan reservoir (single bird), 31 Cheorwon reservoir 

35  Black Stork Ciconia nigra 1 Yeoncheon (3 birds came off the ground in North Korea and flew 
into the DMZ – NM’s first record for North Korea) 

36  Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 23 Hwaseong (50+ birds), & 4 other days 

37 * Black-faced 
Spoonbill 

Platalea minor 22 Yeongjong tidal flats (50 birds), 23 Song,do/ Nam Dong & 
Hwaseong (115 birds in total), 24 Yubu Island (45 birds).  The 
world population 2012 was estimated to be 2,500 – 3,000.  This 
completes spoonbill species for SD & JD. 

38  Black-crowned 
Night-Heron 

Nycticorax nycticorax 23 Hwaseong, 25 Seosan rice fields 

39  Grey Heron Ardea cinera Seen every day with 100 on 23rd 

40   Great Egret Ardea alba Seen every day with both modesta and alba subspecies on 23rd 
together 

41  Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia 25 Seosan rice fields (single bird) 

42  Little Egret Egretta garzetta 23 Song Do tidal flat & Nam Dong reservoir, 25 Seosan rice fields., 
29 Baekryeong Island  

  Chinese/ 
Swinhoe’s Egret 

Egretta euloptes 24 return crossing from Yubu Island.  Perched on buoy, but seen 
only by JD, TT & NM 

43  Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax 
pelagicus 

25 Ferry to Baekryeong Island (200+ birds), and 26 – 30 on the 
island  

44   Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 23 Song Do tidal flats, Nam Dong reservoir & Hwaseong (many), 7 
6 other days  

45 * Temminck’s 
Cormorant 

Phalacrocorax 
capillatus 

25 Incheon to Baekryeong Island ferry (200+), and daily on the 
island 27 to 30 

46  Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus 23 Hwaseong (5 birds), 24 Yubu Island, 29 Baekryeong Island (0ne 
dropped a fish in the grass!), 31 Cheorwon 

47  Cinerous Vulture Aegypius monachus 31 Cheorwon 

48  Greater Spotted 
Eagle 

Clanga clanga 3 Seosan rice fields (2 birds, one missing a flight feather) 

49  Japanese 
Sparrowhawk 

Accipiter gularis 26, 27 & 28 Baekryeong Island 

50  Eurasian 
Sparrowhawk 

Accipiter nisus 26 -29 Baekryeong Island, & 4 other ddays 

51  Northern 
Goshawk 

Accipiter gentilis 23 Hwaseong (juvenile bird), 26 – 30 Baekryeong Island  

52  Eastern Marsh 
Harrier 

Circus spilonotus 3 Seosan rice fields 

53  Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 23 Hwaseong, 28 Baekryeong Island 

54  Black Kite Milvus migrans 26 – 30 Baekryeong Island 

55  White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla 3 Seosan rice fields 

56 * Upland Buzzard Buteo hemilaseus 30 Baekryeong Island (light form) 

57 * Eastern Buzzard Buteo japonicus 23 Incheon area (5 birds), & 11 other days with highs of 15/ 20 & 
12 migrating birds on 29 & 30 respectively on Baekryeong Island 

58  Common 
Moorhen 

Gallinula chloropus 23 Incheon area (heard), 27 Baekryeong Island (2 young birds) 

59  Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 23 Hwaseong (60 birds), & 7 other days 

60  Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis 31 Cheorwon (1 bird with a flock of White-naped Cranes 
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61 * White-naped 
Crane 

Antigone vipio 31 Cheorwon (900+ birds), 1 Yeoncheon 

62 * Red-crowned 
Crane 

Grus japonensis 31 Cheorwon (group of 5 flying over former roost site) 

63 * Hooded Crane Grus monacha 3 Seosan rice fields 

64  Far Eastern 
Oystercatcher 

Haematopus 
ostralegus osculans 

23 Song Do tidal flat & Hwaseong (150 birds), 24 Yubu Island 5,200 
birds). Note this is a sub-species of European Oystercatcher 

65   Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 29 Baekryeong Island, 31 Cheorwon (leader only), 3 Seosan rice 
fields (one large flock) 

66  Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 23 Hwaseong (many), 24 Yubu Island 

67 * Long-billed Plover Charadrius placidus 1 Yeoncheon (1 bird), 2 North River (12 birds) 

68  Kentish Plover Charadrius 
alexandrinus 

23 Hwaseong (100 birds), 24 Yubu Island  

69  Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius dubius 23 Hwaseong (60 birds), 24 Yubu Island 

  Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 24 Yubu Island (heard by NM) 

70  Far Eastern Curlew Numenius 
madagascariensis 

22 Yeongjong tidal flats (15 birds), 23 Hwaseong, 24 Yubu Island 
(750 birds) 

71  Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 22 Yeongjong tidal flats (60 birds), 23 Hwaseong (800 birds), 24 
Yubu Island (500 birds) 

72  Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 23 Hwaseong  

73  Black-tailed 
Godwit 

Limosa melanuroides 23 Hwaseong (5 birds) 

J  Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 24 Yubu Island 

74  Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris 23 Hwaseong (90 birds), 24 Yubu Island (4,500 birds) 

75  Red Knot Calidris canutus 23 Hwasseong, 24 Yubu Island 

  Broad-billed 
Sandpiper 

Calidris falcinellus 24 Yubu Island (350 birds) Seen by JD,TT NM 

  Spoon-billed 
Sandpiper 

Calidris pygmea 24 Yubu Island. Seen by JD, TT, NM 

76  Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis 23 Hwaseong (12 birds), Yubu Island (200 birds) 

77  Sanderling Calidris alba 24 Yubu Island (24 birds) 

78  Dunlin Calidris alpina 22 Yeongjong Tidal Flats, 23 Song Do reservoir & Hwasyeong 
(many birds), 24 Yubu Island (26,000) 

79  Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 23 Nam Dong reservoir (2 flying), 25 & 2 Seosan rice fields 

80  Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinerus 23 Hwaseong, 24 Yubu Island, seen by JD, TT, NM 

81  Common 
Sandpiper 

Actitis hypoleucus 1 Yeoncheon (leader only), 2 North River (4 birds) 

82  Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 25 & 2 Seosan rice fields  

83  Common 
Greenshank 

Tringa nebularia 22 Yeongjong tidal flats (50 birds), 23 Song Do, Nam Dong & 
Hwaseong, 24 Yubu Island 

84 * Nordmann’s 
Greenshank 

Tringa guttifer 23 Son Do tidal flats (5 birds) 

85  Black-legged 
Kittwake 

Rissa tridactyla 25 ferry to Baejryeong Island (25 birds), 30 return from island 

86  Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus 
ridibindus 

24 Hwaseong, 25 Seosan rice fields 

87 * Saunder’s Gull Chroicocephalus 
saundersi 

24 Hwaseong (15 birds), 25 Yubu Island (single flock of 280) 

88 * Black-tailed Gull Larus crassirostris 22 Yeongjong tidal flats, and 7 other days – the most common gull  

89  * Vega Gull Larus vegae 23 Song Do, Nam Domg & Hwaseong (30 birds), 25 Seosan rice 
fields, 26 Baekryeong Island 

90 * Mongolian Gull Larus mongolicus 23 Incheon area, 25 Seosan rice fields, 26,28,29 30 Baekryeong 
Island 

91  Heuglin’s Gull Larus heuglini 23 Hwaseong, 25 Seosan rice fields & ferry (50 biirds) Sub-species 
Taimayr 

92   Oriental Turtle-
Dove 

Streptopelia 
orientalis 

Seen every day 
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93  Eurasian Collared 
Dove 

Streptopelia 
decaocto 

23 Hwaseong – rare bird in Korea seen about once every three 
years 

94  Eurasian Eagle-
Owl 

Bubo bubo 25 Seosan rice fields – flushed by car as we turned a corner and it 
flew to sit on a building 

  Little Owl Athene noctua 29 Baekryeong Island. Seen by TT & NM 

95  Common 
Kingfisher 

Alcedo atthis 25 Seosan rice fields seen by JD), 28 Baekreong Island 

96  Hoopoe Upupa epops 25 Seosan rice fields 

97 * Japanese Pygmy 
Woodpecker 

Yumgipicus kizuki 31 Cheorwon (5+ birds), 1 31 Cheorwon (5+ birds), 1 Yeoncheon 

98  Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Dendrocopus major 23 Hwaseong, & 7 other days 

H  White-backed 
Woodpecker 

Dendrocopus 
leucotos 

2 North River (heard) 

99  Grey-headed 
Woodpecker 

Picus canus 23 Hwaseong 25 Seosan rice fields, heard on 3 other days 

100  Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Seen every day except one 

101  Merlin Falco columbarius 29 & 30 Baekryeong Island, 3 Seosan rice fields 

102   Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 26 – 30 Baekryeong Island (on watch for migrating passerines, & 
seen by others on 25th & 31st 

103 * Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus 
divaricatus 

28 Barkryeong Island (2 birds landed in tree close by) & heard 26 & 
28 

104 * Chinese Grey 
Shrike 

Lanius sphenocercus 23 Hwaseong, 29 Baekryeong, 3 Seosan rice field 

105 * Bull-headed Shrike Lanius bucephalus 24 Gunsan, Keum estuary, Yubu Island, & every day thereafter 

106  Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 24 Keum estuary (8 birds), 1 Arboretum, 2 North River 

107 * Azure-winged Jay  Cyanopica cyanus 23 Hwaseong, 24 while traveling, 31 Cheorwon (flock of 75 birds), 
1 Yeoncheon, 2 North River,  

108  * Oriental Magpie Pica serica 23 Sang Do reservoir, and every day thereafter except one. Note: 
split in 2018 IOC. 

109  Rook Corvus frugilegus 26, 28. 29, 30 Baekryeong Island (flocks of 90 – 95 each day,  

110  Carrion Crow Corvus corone 2 North River (2 birds) 

111  Large-billed Crow Corvus 
macrrorhynchus 

Seen every day 

112  Coal Tit Periparus ater 31 Cheorwon, 1 Arboretum, 2 North River 

113 * Yellow-bellied Tit Pardaliparus 
venustulus 

23 Poor view in Incheon area, 24 Gunsan, Keum estuary & Yubu 
Island (85 total), heard or seen on 6 other days 

114 * Varied Tit Sittiparus varius 31 Cheorwon, 1 Arboretum, 2 North River 

115  Marsh Tit Poecile palustris 23 Nam Dong reservoir, 24 Yubu Island, & 3 other days in north 

116 * Eastern Great Tit Parus minor 23 Song Do,  & Nam Dong, Hwaseong (50 birds), & every day 
except one thereafter  

117 * Chinese Penduline 
Tit 

Remiz consobrinus 25 Seosan rice fields in reeds, & heard on 23 & 28.  There are 
many more than one sees! 

118  Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 30 Baekryeong Island, 31 Cheorwon 

119 * Far Eastern Skylark Alauda japonica 23 Hwaseong & every other day 

120 * Light-vented 
Bulbul 

Pycnonotus sinensis 26 -30 Baekryeong Island 

121 * Brown-eared 
Bulbul 

Hypsipetes amaurotis 23 Nam Dong & Hwaseong, & every day following 

122  Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 23 Hwaseong (20 birds), 27 & 28 Baekryeong Island 

123  Red-rumped 
Swallow 

Cecropis daurica 26, 27 28 Baekryeong Island 

124 * Korean Bush 
Warbler 

Horornis borealis 26 Baekryeong Island, & heard on 4 other days – a skulker 

125  Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 23 Nam Dong reservoir (10 birds), & 5 other days 

126  Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus 
fuscatus 

29 & 30 Baekryeong Island, & heard 27 & 28 on island – a 
challenging bird 
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127  Pallas’s Leaf 
Warbler 

Phylloscopus 
proregulus 

27 -30 Baekryeong Island & heard on 26 – perhaps overlooked 
among Yellow-browed Warblers 

128  Yellow-browed 
Warbler 

Phylloscopus 
inornatus 

23 Hwaseong, & 7 other days, especially in Baekryeong Island – 
everywhere  

129  Hume’s Leaf 
Warbler 

Phylloscopus humei 29 Baekryeong Island 

?  Siberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus tristis 29 Baekryeong island – a bird that looked like a Chiffchaff was 
observed, but song was not correct 

H  Oriental Reed 
Warbler 

Acrocephalus 
orientalis 

29 Baekryeong Island (heard) 

130 * Black-browed 
Reed Warbler 

Acrocephalus 
bistrigicweps 

26 Baekryeong Island, & heard 25, 28 29 

131 * Vinous-throated 
Parrotbill 

Inosuthera webbiana 23 Hwaseong, 24 Bobos woods, 25 Seosan rice fields, 2 
Arboretum, 2 North River– move in flocks with more members 
than seen 

132  Goldcrest Regukus regulus 27 – 29 Baekryeong Island, & seen or heard on 5 other days 

H  Eurasian Wren Troglodytes 
troglodytes 

Heard on 27,28, 1 & 2 

133  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea 1 Arboretum, 2 Seosan rice fields 

134 * White-cheeked 
Starling 

Spodiopsar 
cineraceus 

23 Song Do tidal flat, 26 – 30 Baekryeong Island, 31 Cheorwon 

135  Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 29 & 30 Baekryeong Island (3 & 4 birds) – an uncommon bird in 
Korea 

H  Grey-backed 
Thrush 

Turdus hortulorum 27 & 28 heard on Baekryeong Island 

BVD  Eyebrowed Thrush Turdus obscura 26 Baekryeong Island – flyover, but no detail observed 

  Pale Thrush Turdus pallidus 28 Baekryeong – probably leader only 

136 * Dusky Thrush Turdus eunomus 29 Baekryeong. Heard & glimpses on 24, 26 -28 & 31.   

137   Siberian 
Rubythroat 

Calliope calliope 30 Baekryeong Island (female), BVD on 29, & H on 26 

138  Red-flanked 
Bluetail 

Tarsiger cyanurus 27 -30 Baekryeong Island, Heard 26 & 1 

139 * Mugimaki 
Flycatcher 

Ficedula magimaki 24 Keum estuary – a stunning male 

140 * Daurian Redstart Phoenicurus 
auroreus 

23 Nam Dong reservoir & Hwaseong, & every day thereafter – 
everywhere! 

141 * Stejneger’s 
Stonechat 

Saxicola stajnegeri 26 - 30 Baekryeong Island 

142  Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow 

Passer montanus 23 Song Do, Nam Dong & Hwaseong, & every following day 

H  Siberian Accentor Prunella montanella Heard two days 31 Cheorwon, 1 Yeoncheon 

143 * Eastern yellow 
Wagtail 

Montacilla 
tschutschensis 

25 Seosan rice fields, 28 Baekryeong Island (BVD 23, H 24)  

144  Grey Wagtail Montacilla cinera 26 & 27 Baekryeong Island, & H24 

145  White Wagtail Montacilla alba 25 & 3 Seosan rice fields, 26 – 30 Baekryeong Island, 2 North River. 
Note: on 29 two birds were occularis sub-species  

146 * Japanese Wagtail Montacilla grandis 2 North River 

147  Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi 28,29 & 30 Baekryeong Island 

?  Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 30 Baekryeong Island. NM heard the call of Meadow Pipit & SD 
saw the bird after it landed, but there was insufficient detail to 
confirm species 

148  Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgoni 23 Hwaseong, 24 Keum estuary, 26 – 30 Baekryeong Island (300 / 
350 migrating birds on two days),31 Cheorwon, 3 Seosan  

H  Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus Heard 23 & 26, 28, 30 on Baekryeong Island 

  Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 31 Cheorwon (seen by others as I was resting!) 

149  Buff-bellied Pipit Anthus rubescens 23 Hwaseong, 27 – 30 Baekryeong, 31 Cheorwon 
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150  Brambling Fringilla 
montifringilla 

26 & 30 Baekryeong Island (migrating in large flocks with 600 on 
26th & 2,500 on 27th, 31 Cheorwon 

151  Hawfinch Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes 

28 -30 Baekryeong Island (flying), 1 Arboretum (scope view), 
Heard 3 days. 

H  Chinese Grosbeak Eophona migratoria Hear 26 & 30 Baekryeong Island 

152  Common 
Rosefinch 

Carpodacus 
erythrinus 

27 & 28 Baekryeong Island; heard 26 & 1 

LO  Long-tailed 
Rosefinch 

Carpodacus sibiricus Leader only 1 Arboretum, 2 Seosan 

153 * Grey-capped 
Greenfinch 

Chloris sinica 26 – 30 Baekryeong Island, & seen on 7 other days by at least one 
member of group 

BVD  Red-billed 
Crossbill 

Loxia curvirostris 30 Baekryeong (flying) 

154  Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus 27 & 29 Baekryeong, & encountered 3 other days by at least one 
member of group 

155 * Pine Bunting Emberiza 
leucocephalus 

28 & 29 Baekryeong Island 

156  * Meadow Bunting Emberiza cioides 26 & 27 Baekryeong Island, 1 Yoencheon, 2 Seosan 

157  * Tristam’s Bunting Emberiza tristami 24 Gunsan woods. 26 -30 Baekryeong Island, 2 Seosan 

158 * Chestnut-eared 
Bunting 

Emberiza fucata 28 Baekryeong (on rice fields) 

159 * Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla 26 -30 Baekryeong Island (Seen 2 days, BVD & heard on others), 2 
North River (seen by others) 

160 * Yellow-browed 
Bunting 

Emberiza chrysphrys 28 & 30 Baekryeong Island, & by others on 4 other days 

161  Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila 26 – 29 Baekryeong Island 

162  Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica 27, 28 30 Baekryeong Island, & heard or seen on 7 other days 

163 * Yellow-throated/ 
Elegant Bunting 

Emberiza elegans 23 Hwaseong, & 10 other days (omnipresent) 

164 * Black-faced 
Bunting 

Emberiza 
spodocephala 

23 Hwaseong, & 9 other days 

165 * Pallas’s Reed 
Bunting 

Emberiza pallasi 25 Seosan rice fields (30 birds in reeds), 28 – 30 Baekryeong Island 
(on 28th one probably Mongolian lydiae), seen by others on 2 
other days 

166 * Ochre-rumped/ 
Japanese Bunting 

Emberiza yessoensis 30 Baekryeong Island (3 birds), also heard on 29th) 

 
BVD 

 Common Reed 
Bunting 

Emberiza schoeniclus 30 Baekryeong Island (SD got a glimpse as bird flew away; seen by 
Jeni), Heard on 3 other days 

 

 

Mammals 

Narrow-ridged Finless Porpoise Neophocaena asiaeorientalis October 25 crossing Yellow Sea 

Spotted Seal Phoca larga October 26 north shore of Baekryeong Island 

Korean Water Deer Hydropotes inermis October 31 at Cheorwon 

Siberian Weasel Mustela sibirica October 29 on Baekryeong Island 

Amur Leopard Cat Prionailurus bengalensis euptilura November 1 at Yeoncheon, & November 3 at 

Seosan rice fields 

Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris October 24 at Gunsan 

Siberian Chipmunk Eutamias sibiricus November 2 at North River 
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